Performing percutaneous transphepatic cholangiography using simple x-ray equipment.
Percutaneous transhepatic cholangiography (PTC) is a valuable procedure used for diagnosing diseases of bile duct. It is simple to perform, safe, and inexpensive. The only equipment needed to perform PTC is a simple x-ray machine and puncture needle 14 cm long and of 0.1 cm core diameter. As long as the puncture point is selected accurately and operation is performed correctly, an excellent image can be achieved. This procedure can therefore be used in developing countries where expensive, modern technology is not available. We report a case of a 50 year old female patient in whom the procedure was successfully used.